July 28, 2017

after the transfer of the Virgin Islands
from Denmark to the United States,
when locals had no citizen rights and
no mechanism for which they could
have their own elected representation.

A son of the soil, he was educated on
St. Croix, valedictorian of his high
school class on St. Thomas, and in 1944
earned his medical degree from Howard
College of Medicine. He returned to St.
Croix and was eventually Commis-
sioner of Health of the Virgin Islands.

In 1969, Evans was appointed Gov-
ernor of the Virgin Islands by Presi-
dent Richard Nixon, earning him the
distinction of being the territory’s last
appointed governor, but more impor-
tantly, the territory’s first Black na-
tive governor.

In 1971, he became the governor elect-
ed by the people of the Virgin Islands
after a 1970 law which allowed residents
to elect their governor.

In 1978, he was elected to the House
of Representatives in the 96th Con-
gress. And after leaving Congress, he
was an Ambassador to Trinidad and
Tobago.

Governor Evans personifies the evo-
lution of the political maturity of the
Virgin Islands. His life and legacy sym-
bolized not only the extraordinary
achievement of Virgin Islanders—given
little but striving and attaining much
under the American flag—but also the
political growth and progress of our Is-
lands from colonial rule to self-govern-
ance.

————
PRAISING PRO-ACT

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to praise the work of the
Council of Southeast Pennsylvania.
The council provides resources and op-
portunities to reduce the impact of ad-
diction, trauma, and other health-re-
lated issues for the five counties in
southeastern Pennsylvania through
intervention, education, and mobiliza-
tion.

Established in 1997 by the council,
PRO-ACT works to provided advocacy
and residence for those suffering from
the terrible disease of addiction.
Through workshops and peer advocacy
meetings for afflicted individuals and
families, addiction victims can get
back on their feet and learn necessary
skills for both recovery and entering
the workforce.

I am proud to work with my con-
stituent, Executive Director Beverly
Haberle, and her administrative team,
Cindy Mikalauskas and Stacey Con-
away.

Mr. Speaker, I want to share the
words of a man named Jim, who stated
that, through PRO-ACT, ‘A fire was lit
inside of me, my spirit rekindled by
hope.”

Recovery from addiction is difficult,
and it is up to remarkable associations
like the council to serve the south-
eastern Pennsylvania community and
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make sure that these people can suc-
cessfully beat this devastating disease.
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HONORING FOOTBALL PIONEER
TOM FLORES

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased
to introduce a resolution for Tom Flo-
res urging he be inducted into the Pro
Football Hall of Fame.

Tom Flores had an outstanding and
successful career, both as a quarter-
back and as a head coach. This resolu-
tion pays tribute to his inspiring ath-
letic talents.

Flores became the first Hispanic
starting quarterback in professional
football history and played on two
Super Bowl-winning teams. Also, he
was the first Hispanic head coach to
win two Super Bowls, a feat he accom-
plished on two separate teams, and he
became the first Hispanic manager in
the National Football League. He left
with an impressive lifetime record and
an 8-3 playoff record.

Tom has been a trailblazer for His-
panics in the NFL and has motivated a
generation of new players by showing
they can compete and win. Let’s enter
this trailblazer into the Hall of Fame.

———
CONGRESS SHOULD REMAIN IN
WASHINGTON UNTIL A

HEALTHCARE BILL IS PASSED

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise to call upon the
House leadership to not adjourn until
we have a healthcare bill.

Respective committees need to meet
and walk a new product through reg-
ular order. We know what will and will
not work, given the voting preroga-
tives of the Members of this body and
the Senate.

We understand the needs of our con-
stituents, regardless of their voter reg-
istration.

We understand it is our job to navi-
gate the complexities of this issue on
behalf of the American people and
come up with a product that makes
good on promises that have been made
to improve our healthcare system. This
will take Republicans and Democrats.

Later this morning, I will be proud to
once again gather with my colleagues,
Republicans and Democrats alike, who
are members of the Problem Solvers
Caucus, part of no labels, to continue
our work seeking a bipartisan solution
to what has become, unfortunately, a
partisan issue.

I stand ready to make good on these
promises and suggest that we remain
in Washington until that work is com-
plete.

H6525

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF 8. 114, DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS BONUS TRANS-
PARENCY ACT

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on
Rules, I call up House Resolution 480
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 480

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (S. 114) to amend title 38,
United States Code, to require the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs to submit an annual re-
port regarding performance awards and bo-
nuses awarded to certain high-level employ-
ees of the Department of Veterans Affairs.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. The amendment in the
nature of a substitute printed in the report
of the Committee on Rules accompanying
this resolution shall be considered as adopt-
ed. The bill, as amended, shall be considered
as read. All points of order against provi-
sions in the bill, as amended, are waived. The
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill, as amended, and on any
further amendment thereto, to final passage
without intervening motion except: (1) one
hour of debate equally divided and controlled
by the chair and ranking minority member
of the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs; and
(2) one motion to recommit with or without
instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, for the purpose of debate only, I
yield the customary 30 minutes to the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Res.
480, currently under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I am pleased to bring this rule for-
ward on behalf of the Rules Committee.
The rule provides for consideration of
S. 114, the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs Bonus Transparency Act.

The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate, equally divided between the
chairman and ranking member of the
Veterans’ Affairs Committee. The rule
also provides for a motion to recom-
mit.

Mr. Speaker, we can all agree that
our Nation’s veterans are heroes. They
deserve our support, gratitude, and rec-
ognition, and they deserve to have the
promises we as a nation have made to
them fulfilled. Unfortunately, far too
often, we fall short of keeping those
promises.
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